


Imam Ali as an intercessor, their depiction in the hagiographic irﬁagination, poetry and painting,
and as a mystical paradigm. The module will then examine the ways in which the figure of the
Prophet has come to be a central and sensitive element of Muslim identity in contemporary times,
while exploring current psychological research on the notion of prophecy. At the end of the
module, students should be able to revisit the current widespread understanding of prophethood



and interpreted as key moments. The modules will approach Muslim history as part of broader
world history and thus in a historical and comparative context. A key feature of the modules will
be to bring out issues such as the diversity and historicity of norms, institutions and conceptions;
the dialectic of thought and material forces; and the contested nature of authority, identity,
symbols and legitimacy. The third module in particular will focus on the nature of modern
philosophical, cultural and sociological developments in Muslim contexts through investigating
case studies of selected movements and figures and the uses of history in religious, political and
social discourses.

5. Key Moments in Shi‘i History, Thought and Society
Credits: 15

The aim of the module is to provide students with a basic grounding in the key moments and
turning pointsin t



Asian cultures as expressed in language, literature and the arts. The module also examines the
various ways in which the terms "Islamic" and "Muslim" have been defined in pre-modern and
modern discourses in South Asia, particularly those of colonialism, nationalism and “Islamisation.

Modules Year Two

1. Language Study: Arabic or Persian

Credits: 30

The study






profoundly influenced the frameworks within which Islam, its tekts, its rituals and practices have
been interpreted and expressed. It will also explore the manner in which Arabic and Persian
literary and artistic traditions interacted with those beyond the Middle East as Islam became a
global religious tradition. This will illustrate how a literary and artistic approach to studying a
religious tradition allows access to voices and interpretations that are often unheard, rendered
marginal or declared “heretical” by those who claim to represent “official” religious institutions.

6. Intellectual Traditions in the History of Muslims

Credits: 15

This module aims to shed light on fundamental currents of thought which prospered in the History
of Muslims, by taking stock of recent advances in scholarship. Traditional historians of Islam used
to focus on religious learned traditions and their role in shaping the social order and in facing,
supporting or opposing those who seize political power. However, recent historical studies —
particularly some works which attempted to build a comprehensive understanding of the whole
spectrum of cultural developments in Muslim contexts, such as those by Marshall Hodgson and
Mohamed Abed Jabri -



sensitive element of Muslim identity in contemporary times, while exploring current psychological
research on the notion of prophecy. At the end of the module, students should be able to revisit
the current widespread understanding of prophethood and approach it in its shifting and
contested historical context.



