


 
4. Learning, Teaching and Reflective Practice (PGDip) 

Most students in the course will come with a very little teaching experience. The module Learning, 
Teaching and Reflective Practice (LTRP) will help them prepare for school placement and use it as 
a basis for reflection upon practice. For this purpose, the module will start with a two-week 
intensive episode preparing students for teaching practice in schools. Subsequent sessions will 
connect the students' experiences in the mainstream schools with the module Principles of 
Learning and Teaching (PLT) (see below). As such there will be parallels between this module and 
PLT with this module taking more hands-on approach with the PLT providing in-depth theoretical 
foundations. The philosophical approach underpinning LTRP is to provide students with the tools 
of systematic reflection, so that by applying these tools they may continue their professional 
development beyond the module in their own practice. 

The module will consist of mixed-mode, face-to-face sessions with opportunities to engage in 
additional online discussions. Group works and projects will be used within the individual sessions 
to stimulate discussions and deeper reflections. Specific teaching methods and activities will be 
modelled by the module tutor, so that students can implement these in their own teaching 
practice. Throughout the sessions there will be opportunities for reflective practice and recording 
reflections in a journal. Moodle space will be used to provide readings and supportive materials as 
well as a platform for sharing resources, lesson plans and examples of good practice, and for 
maintaining systematic reflection blog. 

5. Principles of Learning and Teaching (PGDip) 

The Principles of Learning and Teaching (PLT) module focuses on quality practice in pedagogy, 
and explores how teachers can equip learners for life and engage with valued forms of learning; 
how they can promote the active engagement of the learner, assess the needs of learners and 
recognise the significance of informal learning and the importance of teacher learning. Our 
experience shows that at the beginning of the curriculum, student-teachers are more able to 
engage in depth in ideas. 

The module teaches through the mixed mode or blended pedagogy the following elements which 
are key for teachers working in any settings. It has been designed to respond to international 
settings where teachers may experience different expectations of learning, particularly due to 
cultural differences and expectations. 

 

Modules Year Two 

1. Faith, Ethics and Practice (MA) 

The first aim of this module is to explore faith, not in the restricted sense of an idea or an 
emotional attitude, but as an integrated phenomenon consisting of ideas, affects and creative 
action in society, amid historically given circumstances. 



 
The module will then proceed to survey the elaboration of Qur’anic faith, religious authority and 
ethical ideas in several different genres which came to prominence in classical Islamic civilisation: 
jurisprudence and law (fiqh and 



 
3. Developments and Issues in the Contemporary Muslim World (MA) 

The module will undertake a thematic examination of ideas, institutions, and socio-economic 
developments characteristic of the Muslim world from the beginning of the 19th century to the 
present. The module will also be particularly concerned with critically reviewing the long-
prevalent assumption that modernity is a singular process dictated by the historically contingent 
events and circumstances of European history. It will be important to appreciate that, in fact, 
there are in the world today, potentially as well as in actuality, differing models of modernity. The 
issue of modernity in the Muslim world will be addressed in the light of this principle. Similarly, the 
view, once dominant and still persistent, that the Muslim world has been an essentially passive 
recipient of the impact of western modernity will be critically assessed with supporting evidence, 



 
sites of learning. The focus on the Ismaili contexts will be brought in through students’ own 
background knowledge which will be drawn upon extensively in the module and guest speakers. 
During part of the module, the students will be in their own countries and this will give an 
opportunity to apply programme and module learning in particular Ismaili contexts. There will be 
comparative engagement with both Jewish and Christian religious education, alongside an 
exploration of wider global debates, such as issues of extremism and migration. The overall aim is 
to provide students with the tools of inter-cultural dynamics before they return to their home 
countries. Supportive field sessions develop students ‘capacity to bridge their learning in the UK 
within their Ismaili community setting. 

6. Teacher as Author: Curriculum Design and Development (PGDip) 

The curriculum is an important aspect of any educational institution and this module, whilst 
recognising that teachers are sometimes constrained by statutory requirements (e.g. The National 
Curriculum in England and Wales) they are still likely to be ‘authors’ of the curriculum and so have 
ownership and authority over it. After graduation, the students in the proposed PGDip will be 
teaching the IIS' Secondary Curriculum in their respective countries. This module will be adapted 
to respond to the expectations of an Ismaili curriculum as explored in the earlier modules, with 
students empowered to challenge ideas they may meet in their own settings. 


